Melodrama, Mystery and Music Part of 2008 Butte Theater Season

With a successful 2007 opening season of professional theater under their belts, Thin Air Theatre Company producers are ready for a new year at the Butte Theater in Cripple Creek.

This year the TATC will stage professional shows, from Neil Simon’s “The Odd Couple” to Shakespeare and melodrama to the classic musical “Oklahoma!” The year’s venue also includes the annual fall show and the holiday show that includes community actors.

“We greatly appreciate all the support for our first season at the Butte,” said TATC co-producer Mel Moser of the 2007 Season. The four shows that were presented in 2007 were attended by close to 16,000 people at over 180 performances.
 “2008 promises to be an even better year with 6 new shows, cast with new and familiar faces,” said Butte Theater manager and TATC co-producer Mickey Burdick. “For the 2008 season, we will be presenting over 225 separate performances of six all new shows.  Our goal for this season is to see our attendance numbers reach 18,000 - 20,000.”
“This past year demonstrated what we, and others in Cripple Creek, have believed for some time…that there is a strong desire and solid support for a year-round regional professional theatre program.  We are excited about the 2008 season and what it brings to the Pikes Peak Region,” said TATC co-producer Chris Armbrister.
The news season kicks off Feb. 29 with Neil Simon’s “The Odd Couple”. This Tony Award winning play is about two friends, who try to share an apartment. Their ideas of housekeeping and lifestyles are as different as night and day. An all-new cast will bring this story of the trials and tribulations of friendship to the Butte.

The show opens Friday, February 29 and runs through Saturday, March 22. Show times are: Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m.

Tickets are $14.75 adults/$12.75 seniors/$9.75 children. Group rates are available as well as dinner, theater and lodging packages.

When the sunsets on “The Odd Couple”, get ready for Shakespeare – “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” opens Friday, April 11. Shakespeare's hilarious and fantastical story of love in the forest will run through Saturday, May 10 with show times: Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m.

Tickets are $14.75 adults/$12.75 seniors/$9.75 children. Group rates are available as well as dinner, theater and lodging packages.

“An Arrant Knave”, the summer melodrama, a tradition at the Butte for nearly a decade and in Cripple Creek for over a half-century, will bring back villains and heroes and heroines to the Butte stage. An all-new show, still in the planning stages, will be cast and be ready to entertain theater-goers starting Friday, June 6. The show will run through Saturday, July 26 with show times: Wednesday 1 & 7 p.m.; Thursday 1 & 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m.

Tickets are $14.75 adults/$12.75 seniors/$9.75 children. Group rates are available as well as dinner, theater and lodging packages.

If classic melodrama at its best is not enough, TATC will bring to the stage the magic and music of “Oklahoma!” (rights pending). The classic Broadway musical by Rodgers and Hammerstein Will open Friday, Aug. 1 and run through Saturday, Sept. 27.

Show times are: Aug. 1- 31: Wednesday 1 & 7 p.m.; Thursday 1 & 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m.; Sept 4-26:  Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m. ; Tickets $14.75 adults/$12.75 seniors/$9.75 children. Group rates are available as well as dinner, theater and lodging packages.

In the fall, the “Frankenstein of Cripple Creek” will haunt the town, starting Friday, Oct. 3 and running through Saturday, Nov. 1. This Cripple Creek retelling of the classic horror novel, Frankenstein, by Marry Shelley will be written by Chris Sorensen and provide a perfect evening of thrills and chills. Show times are: Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m.; Tickets are: $14.75 adults/$12.75 seniors/$9.75 children. Group rates are available as well as dinner, theater and lodging packages.

Once the mystery of Frankenstein is solved, the Butte will deck the halls and stage for the annual Christmas show. This year’s new “Miracle on Bennett Avenue” by Chris Sorensen, will open Friday, Nov.28  and run through Wednesday, Dec. 31. A Cripple Creek retelling of the classic "Miracle on 34th Street,” this show will include community actors and actresses who volunteer their time to help rekindle the holiday spirit of Cripple Creek. Show times are:  Thursday 7 p.m.; Friday 7 p.m.; Saturday 1 & 7 p.m.; Sunday 1 p.m.; Dec. 31 at 7 p.m. Tickets are:  $11.75 adult/$9.75 senior/7.75children.

Group rates are available as well as dinner, theater and lodging packages.

For more information or to make a reservation, visit www.butteoperahouse.com.
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